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Village Caucus Meeting – April 23, 2013 

Northfield Village Caucus 
 

April 23, 2013 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at Youth Services located in Glenview IL by Tracey Mendrek, 
Chair at 7:05 pm. 
  
Caucus Members present at the meeting were: 
 
Frank Charhut  Tracey Mendrek 
Jonathan Don  Bobbie Moore 
Kathy Estabrooke Jerry Mulick 
Emilian Geczi  Keith Reed 
John Kemper  Cricket Trutter-Hauff 
Finley Maxson  David Woodyatt 
 
 
 
Tracey presented the agenda.  Cricket Trutter-Hauff moved to approve, Jonathan Don seconded.  
Agenda was unanimously approved. Tracey then presented the minutes from the previous 
meeting.  Frank Charhut moved to approve, Jerry Mulick seconded.  Agenda unanimously 
approved.         
    
First order of business is to present/approve new members.  Keith Reed, Membership Chair 
presented the slate of: 
 
Jennifer Bishop-Jenkins 
Ken Bley 
Tom Bolling 
Ken Bond 
Patrick McCarthy 
 
  
Three of the 5 members were in attendance.  The three candidates were asked to leave the 
room.  Keith gave a quick refresher of each of the candidates’ bios prior to his presentation for 
voting.  Keith motioned to accept these five (5) new members to the Northfield Caucus.  Bobbie 
moved and Jonathan Don seconded the motion.  All five (5) members were unanimously 
approved. 
 
Keith said he is chasing 4 more candidates and would like them to attend the next meeting.  He 
passed a listing of the current members. 
 
The new members were asked to return to the meeting.  Tracey welcomed them to the Caucus 
and thanked them for their willingness to serve.  She asked those current members to introduce 
themselves to the new members.  Each member gave their name, address, length of Northfield 
residency and length as a Caucus member. 
 
With Ruth Luchessi out of town, there was no specific financial report.  Tracey stated that no 
spending had occurred since our last meeting.  She reported that we will need funds to conduct 
our next survey.  She asked us to think of fund raising ideas. 
 
Knowing that there would be questions on the state of the Willow Road construction and the 
flood issue, Tracey called Stacy Sigman for an update. 
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Tracey handed out a Willow Road Reconstruction flyer (Exhibit I) and three new pieces created 
by the Village on Willow Road and the Willow Road Construction Process (Exhibit II), Willow Road 
Landscape Plan (Exhibit III) and most importantly [How to] Stay informed about the Willow Road 
Redevelopment Project (Exhibit IV).  So far, construction is slow because the utility companies 
are still working to relocate their facilities which are in conflict.  
 
Tracy asked us to report anything we see that doesn’t seem right and to call if we have anything 
we want them to be aware of.  Use the Village webis  
 
Tracey read an email from Stacy regarding the Village flooding situation: 
 
Not much news on the floods.  Northfield, like the region, was again hard hit.  We are filing with 
the County for emergency funds.  Unfortunately, if the State and/or County are declared a 
disaster area then Federal funds are generally only made available to pay for public (Village) 
costs not private home owners.  The new storm water system, associated with the Willow Road 
project, for Churchill and Bosworth is under design and is expect to be installed in 2013.  The 
other two projects which help the rest of the alphabet streets and the area north of Willow will 
come in 2014 and 2015 as they will have to tie into the new giant Willow Road drain and can’t go 
until that is ready.  Our plan is to try to have those both done at about the same time.  We are 
also working with Cook County on a long term plan for Winnetka Avenue and hope to be able to 
see major drainage improvement as part of that work.  Unfortunately, the County is not clear on 
the timing/funding for this work so right now we have no way to anticipate when that may 
actually take place.  We are hoping that Phase I design work may get started in 2013. 
 
Frank Charhut - Finance Chair let us know that the Village created and passed its budget for the 
fiscal year 2013-2014.  Frank commended the Village Board for their diligence in presenting and 
passing a sound and responsible budget. 
 
Tracy asked the membership to consider what committee that wish to serve on. 
 

• Bylaws 
• Communication 

o Survey 
• Platform 
• Membership 
• Finance 

o Fundraising 
 
 
 
Tracy also reminded us that we need to consider Caucus electronic voting.  More specifically we 
need to find a way to make emergency voting via email, on certain, issues a reality. 
 
Tracy stated that our next meeting will be with the Northfield Library Board member.  She will be 
discussing how to keep the Northfield library. 
 
Tracy then asked for any additional business.  With no additional business at hand she asked for 
a motion of adjournment of the regular business meeting.  Frank made a motion to adjourn.  
Jerry Murlick seconded.  The motion was approved.  The regular business meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
Tracy then introduced Nancy Bloom, Executive Director of Youth Services who gave us an 
overview of the services provided by Youth Services.  Their Missions Statement is:  Youth 
Services is dedicated to the mental health, character development and physical well-being of 
children and families in our communities.   
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All area residents are able to use their services.   Most of the attending Caucus members had no 
idea that this organization existed and were very impressed with their mission and its execution.  
 
Nancy and Laura Welch took us on a tour of their modern state of the art facility. 
 
We concluded the tour at 8:20pm. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Kathleen A. Estabrooke 
Secretary – Northfield Village Caucus 
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