Northfield Village Caucus Meeting Minutes
May 18, 2026

Meeting called to order: at 7:01 pm.

Those in attendance
Members: Alicia Bellar, Nancy Blake, Michael Cohen, Kathy Estabrooke, Ericka Foster, Mark Gantner, Bill Lustig, Juanita Martinez, Patti Morrell, Jerry Mulick, Becky Newport, Kim Orth, Pamela Papadatos, Carol Ritchell, Brad Rossett, Chaya Rubenstein, Dahlia Saper, Beverly Smith (Chair), Katie Sweeney.
New Members Voted In: Sean Hofherr, Matthew Polakow, Kelly Clark (absent)
Guests: Arielle Hofherr, Jennifer, Hull, Nicole Jardine, Tracey Mendrek, Charles Orth, Charlie Pick, 

Approval of Minutes of April 23, 2026: A spelling error in Matt Galin’s name was noted, and with that change Kathy Estabrooke made the motion to approve, Becky Newport seconded. Motion carried. Minutes approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Michael Cohen reported no change. 

Membership Report:  Beverly Smith reported 33 current members, not all in attendance.  All precincts are represented. There were three proposed members present for their second meeting. 

Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Discussion:
Nicole Jardin from the Cook County Assessor’s Office was invited to address the Caucus in order to help the Caucus gain additional insight into how TIF districts work and what impact they have. Nicole explained how property taxes work in Illinois in general. She then explained that in a TIF district, as there is new development there is the potential for assessments to rise, which in turn increases revenue. TIF’s affect all property owners in a municipality. They make property tax rates higher for everyone. Ms. Jardine fielded questions from Caucus members.

Review of Current Caucus Platform: Alicia Bellar encouraged members to spread the word about the questionnaire so that we get as much input as possible from residents as we assess the Platform and potential revisions.

Old Business: None

New Business: Beverly Smith asked members about participating in the Park District’s Wednesday night Market and Music at Clarkson Park. The group agreed that participating in the first 4, and not all 8, is best. 

Comments and Questions from the Public:
Sean Hofherr related a story about recent interactions with Reavas, the developer responsible for the future 92-unit apartment building on Central Ave.

Charlie Pick spoke as both a resident and a member of the Sunset Ridge School Board of Education. He explained that the school board will be taking a position on whether or not it will support the TIF. He expressed his personal concerns about the village leaders’ process behind the pursuit of the TIF and wondered about the development strategy.

Village President Tracey Mendrek explained the B.U.I.L.D act that is being considered by state government and explained she has met with leaders of surrounding municipalities. 

Executive Session: Held.  Action taken. Please welcome our new members, listed above.

Meeting Adjourned: Motion to Adjourn made by Kathy Estabrooke, seconded by Becky Newport. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm

 
Prepared by Alicia Bellar for Tim Carter
