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Village Caucus Session Minutes– July 23, 2014 

Northfield Village Caucus 
 

July 23, 2014 
 

Minutes 
 

 
The session was called to order at Clarkson Park by Chairperson Tracey Mendrek at 7:05 pm.  
 
Caucus Members present at the session were: 
 
Ken Bley  John Kemper 
Jennifer Bishop-Jenkins Ruth Lucchesi 
Frank Charhut  Finley Maxson 
Al Chircop  Patrick McCarthy 
Dave Detlefsen  Tracey Mendrek 
Jonathan Don  Patrick O’Donoghue 
Kathy Estabrooke Keith Reed 
Bill Gould  Cricket Trutter Hauff 
Bettina Karlove  David Woodyatt 
 
Guest: Carrie Ann Schmidt 
 
We introduced ourselves to Carrie. 
 
Tracey presented the agenda.  Al Chircop moved to approve, Bill Gould seconded.  Agenda was 
unanimously approved. Tracey then presented the minutes from the previous meeting.  Ruth 
Lucchesi moved to approve, Patrick O’Donoghue seconded.  The minutes were unanimously 
approved.     
 
Tracey stated that today’s meeting is extremely important because it is the last meeting before 
we start the interviews of Trustee Candidates.  She asked to get our normal business completed 
before we start discussing the interview process. 
 
Membership Committee – Keith Reed  
 
Keith stated he is presenting 5 new members to the caucus for a vote. (Exhibit I) 
 

 Jason Feliciano - Somerset 
 Jay Friedel – Avon 
 Gino Egidio – Bosworth 
 Carrie Schmidt – Bosworth 
 Lucy Eastman - Middlefork 

 
 Discussion ensued regarding the candidates.   Ken Bley made a motion to add Jay Friedel, Gino Egidio, Lucy Eastman and Carrie Schmidt to the Caucus roster.   Since no one at the meeting knows Jason Felciano and he hasn’t been able to attend a previous meeting.  Jason Feliciano was omitted from the motion.    Vote:    15 yes   3 no  Motion carries to approve the 4 candidates.  
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Finance Committee– Frank Charhut  Frank discussed the Village Budget and gave us a community profile (Exhibit II).  Patrick McCarthy asked if the budget was approved at $12.4 million?  The answer was yes.  He then asked if Frank knew the % of unfunded pension.  The answer was that it was discussed at the Committee of the Whole meeting that the pension is 74% funded.  The Village opted to fund the pension with less money.  Jennifer Bishop stated that this is normal when funding pensions.  As long as we are not falling behind.  Frank said it sounds bad to say they opted to fund with less money, but it ties up capital that could be used for other issues.  The pension is funded per the actuarial.    
Treasurer’s report – Jon Don  Jon presented our income statement (Exhibit III) and the status of our Northfield Caucus Decal Fundraiser (Exhibit IV)  
Nominating Committee – Al Chircop  Al reiterated what we are looking for in Trustee Candidates.  He has received one formal application and is still looking for more candidates.  He asked that we please invite those who we believe to be good candidates to submit applications.  John Gregorio and Alan Kaplan are interested in running again.  Joan Frazier is not interested in running again.  August 16th is the application deadline.   Al was asked if we do background checks on the candidates.  The answer was yes.  References for each candidate will be called and interviewed by the committee.  Applications for each candidate will be given to us prior to the sessions.  Since we won’t be meeting prior to the candidate interviews, we will meet 15 minutes before the first session to discuss procedures.  You will have a book with all the candidate information and a list of questions to help with the process.  The committee will deliver the booklets to each member as requested.  Dave Detlefsen asked if the Platform had been changed.  The answer is no.  The candidates will be presented with the current platform.  David Woodyatt asked that the meeting start at 7pm.  Tracey said 6:30p on the first night to accommodate the procedures for the sessions.  The following meetings will begin at 7pm.  Patrick asked for a written set of rules of the voting process.  Tracey stated that the Biennial Meeting announcing the slate will be held on Thursday, October 9th in the Village Hall Chambers.  Tracey asked for any additional business/concerns.    Patrick said if you are interested in the New Trier Building Renovation, there will be a meeting tomorrow night July 24th at 7pm at the Northfield Campus. 
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 Tracey asked again for any additional business/concerns,   Seeing none, she asked for a motion to adjourn.  Patrick McCarthy moved to adjourn and Patrick O’Donoghue seconded.    The meeting was adjourned at 8:17pm.  
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